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Muslim naval supremacy*
Ibn Khaldun describes this naval supremacy as
follows : " At the age of Muslim domination, the
Muslims held the supremacy of the Mediterranean on
all sides, and their power and sovereignty over it
were great. The Christian nations could not with-
stand Muslim fleets in any part of its waters. The
Muslims rode its waves for conquests all the time of
their domination. They had many triumphant enter-
prises of conquest and spoils ; they conquered all the
islands far from shores, such as Majorca, Minorca,
Ivica, Sardegna, Sicily, Corsica, Malta, Crete, Cyprus
and all the possessions of the Romans and the Franks.
Abul Qasim, the Sheite (the Fatimite) and his sons
sent their naval expeditions from Al-Mahdieh to
Genoese waters and returned victorious and laden
with spoils. Mujahid al-Amiri, prince of Denia, one
of the petty kings, conquered Sardegna with his fleets
in the year 405 A.H. but it was reconquered immedi-
ately by the Christians. In the meantime the Muslims
had mastered many of the waters of this sea ; their
fleets roamed in its waters here and there, while
Muslim troops crossed the sea in fleets from Sicily to
the opposite mainland, attacking the kings of the
Franks and ravaging their countries."1
The merit of the Muslim governments in obtain-
ing this supremacy was not equal to that of the
Muslim adventurous admirals. The waters of the
Mediterranean were the field of the wanderings of
these unofficial fleets. Its rich islands were the
coveted destination of these fleets and the objects
they had in view. The shores of Sicily and Calabria
where the Muslims occupied some ports, were the
refuge of many strong and daring bands- These in-
vading and pillaging bands were not, however, always
inspired by Muslim governments, but generally en-
joyed, at least, their moral support; they acted with
their knowledge and tacit acquiescence, and took